AGAINST 


Confinement. 


Multa ſenem circumveniunt incommoda : vel quod 
Querit, & inventis miſer abſtinet, ac timet uti: 
Viel quod res onnes timide gelideque miniſtrat, 
Dilator, ſpe longus, iners, aviduſque futuri, 
 Difficils, querulus, laudator temporis acli 
/ Se puero, cenſor caſtigatorque minorum. 
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PREFACE 


RUE. Satyr « ſharp Thoughts delivered is ſmooth 
Language, for tis the Senſe Wounds, and not the 
Words: Nothing grates us more, than to be Corrected 
with Temper, Rage and Paſſion defiroy Reaſon, and a 
Man rediculouſly Cenſures others, when at the ſame time 
he's guilty of the greateft Weakneſs himſelf. 

To evident, how the preſent Age degenerates from 
that Standard ; but as all Poetry declines, Tragedy into 
Fuftian, and Comedy into Farce, ſo Satyr dwindles into 
Scold ; and Men, inſtead of laſhing others, expoſe them- 
ſelves, their ill Nature, ill Breeding, and want of Wit. 

Such wretched Scribble leſſens the value of Wit, for 
the Town thus impoſed on, are as cautions of reading new 
Poems, fince the Publiſhing the two Arthurs, and the 
Satyr againſt Wit, as of taking Phyfick. | 

How the following Trifle may pleaſe, I am not very 
Sollicitous, the careleſs Air which appears throughout, 
ſhows what little Pains was beftow'd on it; I think it 
comes nearer Satyr than many late Pamphlets, for tho' I 
wou'd not pretend to be a Pattern my ſelf, Ide be thought 
to imitate thoſe that are. 
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The Subject I take to be new, and the Matter the 
Airy part of the World may allow Reaſonable, it neither 
Reſtetts upon the Court, the Town, or the City; for to 
3 cal] 
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call a Man of Figure, Fool; a Man in Office, Kuave ; 
or an A | hg C uckuld : formerly were reckon'd-meer 
Ratllery ; but now Poets ſhau'd be more reſerv'd, fon 
Satyr 1s a little too ſevere when it ſpeaks truth. 
J aſſected brevity, a dull Poem us too long by every 
line, but what is thought too ſhort, ſeems liłd; for tho 
it argues no ſmall aſſurance for a Young Man to hazard 
his ] houghts among} Jo many Experienc d Judges; ti 
a Modeſly which palliates that aſſurance, to doubt his 
own Performance, and rather to ſay too little, than t00 
nuch. 
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AGAINST 


Confinement. he 


A D 1 deva to be fverely Curſt, e 


And Heayr n ſhoy' d ſtudy what wouts Rack me 
Something beyond thoſe three great Plagues of * 710 


Poverty, 16 7 be 1 and a Wife 4 
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Is ©o Depe pend, 0 


5 or Ga Brutes are born te rü If L I 
The ſpacious World was form'd for Make to TOY if) 
His Wiſdom; Skill, and Judgment to , i 
The Riches, and and Delights, all Parts produce, | 


Were meant for our Diverſion, and our Uk, | 


That 
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Re ligion, Hor neſty and Fr at Tways: 
The World perceiying how. dull Phi ſts TY 
What Stuff they teach us, and what Tricks they uſe, 


That Deity's great force, our weakneſs finds, | 
It moulds G Nathre, and our Region blinds: * 
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That we might variouſly our Senſes pleaſe, 
Indulge our Vanity, and Sooth our Eaſe; 
Reſiſt no Joy, but humour ev'ry Taſt, 


Since Life is but a Flaſh, and cannot laſt : 
BygFoffune,. that amn d Jilt, that's always bligd, 7 


Thwarkri my Na ature, made my State confin d. 
Aga crals d cheGen' rous Roving of my mind. > 


If ev'ry Man 's with ſo much Stock ſupply'd, 


As to have common Prudence for his Guide; 
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1 For why ſho 


d, he o himſelf a Fool, 
u'd one Man 8 Senſe another 8 rule: 2 


Land. 1 d Wit Pere, 
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Gold, their mL TY have reſolvd to chuſe; 't 
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The Nymph that wants a Meen, an Air, a Ns 
rey Feature, eur Grace: 

Tb ot chat can command a large Eflate, 15 "i 
"My ure Wiſdom Sg Race; 'T 
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For ey'ty Squire that's. Fool enough to Treat, 2015 
Cuſtom and Breeding gives the name of Wit. 
How vilely Fortune does her Gifts diſpenſe, 
Advancing Folly, and deſpiſing Senle : 

Some Claim we might afford her Idiot Race, 

Poor,. and a Fool, wou'd be too hard a Caſe: 

Yet modelt Senſe a Smile the ſhou d allow, 

For Wit may loſe its force, when kept too low; 
But Chance, to Merit blind, gave Fools the Sway, 
And the few Wile muſt tacitly obey: 


IIl-natur'd age, which Spleen and Vapours footh, 
A Froſt that nips the Bud of blooming Youth, 
Fond of Grey E Heirs, and of Ex xperie nce vain, 
© [1150 230 P29 No 112 rie 


Peeviſh, Perverſe,. and Obſtinate to reignn 
Proud of Pains- taking, and a gather d Store, 2m 


, 11 Di! 2 
Tho' {till unſatisfy? d, plods on for more, Fs * r 
Yet wanting pow r to ule that Wealth, is] 7 
What Poverty, and Fa amine,  thole attend, | l 
Who on 2 Miſer's Boun ty muſt d der pend; N 
2 108 I * | _—_ 
In vain f om hin another hape 1 5 
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Study'd Obſervance, and Reſpect they claim, 


But their uneaſi e  Temper's Py l be ſame, - +. 
Sybmiſtion is b ut Oyl to to fad the Flame; 5 2 0 Af 
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F riendſhip, Love, Duty, no impreſſion make, 
Till fored by Fate, their Riches to forſake, 
Then weep to leave you what they cannot take 


V Vhat {mall Allowance by Old Age is made, 

To Youthful Paſſions, when their Heat's decay'd ; 

But tho damn d Spleen our Actions may controul, 
In vain wou'd any one confine the Soul; 

VViſe Men, tho tortur'd, and in Chains, we e 

Are ſtill compos d, becauſe their Thoughts are free ; 

For tho by force the Body is confin d, 

"Tis Courtſhip, and Addreſs, mult win the Mind; 275 

The World's Agreements in themſel ves are vain, - 

From their own ſeeming Charms no Conqu ſts gain 


But only e as our Fancy lets em reign; 5 
And Fancy's fickle, roving, unconfin' d, 
The Nat ' ral flowing of an af Mind; 
: Juſt to our preſent taſte Delights we chuſe, _ 
One moment « covet, and the next refuſe ; 2 
But force to what v we love our guſt deſtroys, ET. 


And Bus neſs proves a Pleaſure, when a Choice. Fo 
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N othing Pee Natural, chat comes not free: : , 
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What wretched mean Performances are made” 8 
In Poetry, by thoſe who write for Bread ; " | 
Contin'd to time, they rack their barren Bikinis 5 
For ſome dead Lump, the Product of their Pains; 
Void of all Ornament, Wit, Turn, or Dreſs 
And their bare Thoughts, their naked State expreſs; 1 
How gtoſſy Men their Genius thus abuſq̃ 
To think hard Study the beſt things produce 
In yaia ſometimes a Month our Brains. we tcaze, | 
For what a Moments Genius vents; with aber . 
But tho, qur Genius may one | hour obey, 780A 
That happy; Howe we prove not ey'ry og 3 
Thoughts muſt have ling fg ren and digt, 1 1 
They'll ſaree be courted, but meg can the Jet; IL 
A mettl'd Steed without a Spur belt goes, 1,..,. ."7 '7 
And Gee unharprſsd, nen, fer. M val 
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But W e and rig 15 is bo F: ate, 
Whole Stars have doom q him to a Marry Stats 1 = 
No hopes f a Reppieve, hut Noos ſor Lie. 


Ty d to the nauſeqys Drudgxy of, a: Miſe eee 
Love is the Nobleſt Paſſion of the 5 
, Con nd; 
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How Brick. Wick F reedom, 42 
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Ho Repetjtian dogs our Heades cloy, 
How dull the Object, and how faint the J 4 at 
If ev'ry: Night your Kindneſs is not ſiown, 8 
The next Day the purines you with a Frown, _ 5 
For want of what ſhe is atham'd to own: 0 
But co ſuch Clonds we may diſperſe with caſe, . 2 
Though ts logth! the P oct, Love the Wife will pleaſe, 
But what Attempts can teſty Age appeaſe? | 


VVhen tame Subjection to Curſt Age you make, 
Conſider what a Task you undertake ; | 
What Conduct, Wit, and Strength, you mult proba 
And how diſcreetly thoſe Ingredients uſe. 

All like the trueſt VVeatherglafs muſt move, 
If onepolticyatts, the reſt in vain may ©1708 
VVe read of Miracles pitforin'd of Old," 
By Men, Sage, * Crafty; 'Reſoltite and Bold; 
But cou'd this Age produce a greater Store, 
A. More wendrous 28 d eher heard beſbre, 
le chat cn hentour an Old Man; does more: 
| But Cosdedk Witter becelgch. in vin you Ron, 


* whit's inmpolble' to 6. D 903 


be 264.90 note Node 
Mii 


. —¾ O. * 
K K * . 


. — 1-7 


. . ee. 


* 
* * — 
* 50 — - 
' , g wy * * 
. A . 3 @ is pe 1 


hat pretends to know a a Dotard's Mind, 
42 prove the Changes of the Wind; 
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| For there {ame Rule may. ſeem to help his Wit, | 

But he muſt have ſtrange Skill, who thinks to hit 5 
What neither Rule nor Reaſon will admit: 8 
When time hath a Decay of Nature wrought, 
And Leudneſs, with Old Age, tt brought, 
Each bodily Diſeaſe we always find, | 
| Produces an ill Humour in the Mind; 
When Soul and Body, thus 3 are . 
And each, by Oppoſition, fiercer grows, 
How vainly dors calm Reaſon interpoſc, 
Such Diſcord as a tuneful Voice that ſings, 
Joyn d to an Inſtrument withunturd Strings, 
Shou d Cuſtom make you with mort᷑ Patience _ 
And tine aqui int you what theie: Humour are: 
When you have ftudyd all to gain your Eaſe, 
And think at laſt you vn found the meaus to ꝑltaſe. 
Some new P ett riſes, with ſomt new Difeaſe 5 iv 
At length youfire con ined you ſtrive in van, 

And you've this Comfort, after all your Pain, | 
With Shu your Task 8 He again; 
Hergick'Minds.you think wo ſtill be bold. 
Let only Fools and cee, 
But after all this beating of the Brains; , 
The Profit am wil} gocompence-the Pais. I <dl 
mts ( x "Ml Or 
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F or when on a ſhort Life'y your Hopes rely, 


You find (cho ev. ry Pit their Fate ſeems 810 
Old Men are maten Sick, but never die. ff 384 V C 
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What Soul chat kirbodrd the leaſt Gen coun, 
With ſuch mean grating Uſage can diſpenſe? :i- 
Too dear a Purchale for dull Life we give, 
T o live in Fetters; when 'ti5:but to live 
If Gold was for the Bodys uſe:deſign'd, | . 
Me ſhou d not, to feed that, debaſe the Mind; 
When for: that part too much Concern: we ſhow, - 
VVe loſe our Characters, and ſtoop too loõ,/ | 
But the weak V Vorldbyrev'ry V Vile's deceiv%d; 

And falfe Amuſements are true Joys believ-dʒ 
Rul d by vain Toys which Heav'n as mann 
And Idolizes what MN ·½²S meant a Sladae rn 
Ev n VVoman, tho' for Uſe and Service made, Sno 
Aſſumes a Subtle Pow'r, and wn dpoy 17 
169 10 He 1 AT IS 7 uy 
I * was deem d by Heav'is to be confined, 
"WM to mpFortuiie ſhou'd have formid my We 10 
Made my Soul ſupple to my eringi ng State, a 25 
To ſooth the Petts of Age and baſely wait, 3 
The flow Reverſion-of a grudg d Eſtate: 8 
101 | Bu : 
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But as my Spirit aims at ſomething, high, * 
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And my curb'd flutt ring Genius fain wou d * 
T1 ſcorn to court, and fan on thoſe I hate, * 6 
But daſh 1 end 3 ruſh forth, and * N00 Fate, | 


The World to various Men, and Nane _ 
What Path cach Pilgrim fancies moſt, he treads ; 
One Nation 1 is more Learned than the reſt, 75 * 
And Will encourage a Young Student beſ: 
W hat blooming g Fancy, and keen Wit is loſt, 
By Fools neglected, and by SURLIES coſt; F 

Touchd with Ambition to excel, we ftrive; © L 
And Genius by Applauſe is kept alive; ITS 39'7 50 YL 
As rip! ning Fruits by the Sun's kiſſes thrive $123 * 
Valow?2V Vit, VVriting; ee a 9 3 of 
Toev 'ry thing Ingenious Talents lie; 151 A 
And no Man is ſo curſt thro'all his days, 

But may by ſome be myggs his Foltune reife: 
Yet ſhoud all fail Unjuſtiy he complais 
Ofa b State, wh has à Stock of Brains: 
Contempt; or Poverty, lie need mm Dig bn 
A Man bf Senſe ic weleomẽ ey ry where, 
A Kind Reception in all Parts he theets, D068 i, 

Aud his Talk doubly pays for what he eats; 
| | D Courteq 
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Courted by Hach, and he that n 708 
Thinhehimſelf maſk: indebted. to thę Guelt,: n r 
Why then ſhbu d\Senſe. deſirt a. ſettlł State, |; 2 
| Sots lid vantented al waysſ at Seat e ib zudl 
As Birds long Cag'd, attempt not to get out, 8 
\ But guletlyr ene Or cle hap about 21 
So Sgjwixes the fame Walk ev xy day repeat, // 
And nere thao igrels:thabeunds of: their Eſtate; 50 
But Wits ſuxxeyrthe World. they loye to Rowe, 
For tis N pex ian maſt their Adams 11 8 10 
Inquiſttgys,2 thay: rafihle yp and down, OH y 
Their Fame e NV Man's Hitate cher! own, 0 


4 nd yet are tr 


onbl'd; with the Cure f none; 

ut their Mistorticte rA odrefind.a T Rr 0 
ot ev 1 Banquet s with their . G \ 
Nice in the Conieniatios Where chey Sabin yt 001 
And if they lich not that, rf the; Treaty, :; 
Men of;yi@ Wrarth,"ithi Merit boaſt, 
And Fogla gh Gompeny will talk thermo, ri 1, / 
While Menof nge ſuſpect they; Stock s but poore j 
And the moſk tenves taſheys there wapts,mych mages 
When with gagg Companhithe, Table s bleſt, / 
Tis Sauce, and, Spirit, forithe ehh F _ AA. 
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But in a Medly, where low w)]cſts. abound, , un OT 
Puns, and ſuch Stuff, ſor ſolid Wit goes round; 1A 


The Wine taſts flat, andithe Meas ſeems ill qreſt, 
One Senſe offended, ſickensgall the get.; d n 94410) 


Vet Fools a loading Feaſk, and. Nonſenſe prize, 1 * 


And Wit, and Senſe, thro want of taſte, deſpiſe; 
Meag brutiſh Luſts, their Thoughts alone employ, 


They live, move, croud the Worldand knoꝶ not why; * 


111i 


But as few reliſh what's above thei Ar Schere, ref 


Fine Thoughts, and Turns, to, t'gols ag nente | 


s nice Divifinrto an undd Er , 


| zi yo od bak 
Fools are an u Rach 2Modeſh, 
Like bending g Boughs that humour ev'ry VVind; 


No Prejudice, no Spleen, no Paſſion know, 
Their ee even, as their Thoughts are low ; 
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2 e Rough Mind ſo nicely hits 
To ſtudy Tempers, and Reproaches take, © 
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Be Spurn d, Contemn d, yet no Reſiſtance make; 


Support all Hardſhips, aud all Hymours bear, 
Such Conduct fure deſerves to bean Heir: 
But a one better n merit an Eſtate, 8 
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[7 "To Bawn, to Platter, to Obſerve, to Bow, 
|. Are Sciences mean Spirits 6nly know, © + 
[ Tele e Manly rtue ne” re dende; Nil 
Cue: me oy Ws, and Liberty to Ro ve, 
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arelck how their F ortunes prove. 
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But ſhoud'! wi che Earth, and no where find, 
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A gtate diſtinguiſh! d, Equal tomy Mind; I Vt 4 
Pho d er Nation alike Selfiſh prove, . 4 
e all Mankind be void of Friendly Love, 
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